Introduction
In a recent series of papers, Thompson 0094-8276/00/1999GL010945505.00 pletion in the lower stratosphere and increasing greenhouse gas concentrations in the troposphere.
The purpose of this note is to examine more closely the degree of zonal symmetry present in the AO using teleconnectivity as a metric. Does the AO's annular appearance result from significant temporal coherence between anomalies at distant longitudes or is it a consequence of the EOF methodology used to define it? Such scrutiny of the AO was not performed in Thompson and Wallace's studies. TW emphasized that the AO is more evident in monthly data than in winter-mean data, an aspect which they attributed to the competing influence of the E1 Nifio -Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phenomenon on interannual variability over the North Pacific. Accordingly, their calculations were based primarily upon monthly data from which the long-term mean annual cycle had been removed. Note that these "monthly anomalies" include both month-tomonth and year-to-year fluctuations, with the former generally dominating over the latter. To reduce further any influence from the tropical Pacific upon the higher latitudes, TW also constructed a dataset of monthly anomalies from which the year-to-year fluctuations had been removed.
Data and Methods

To
These "intraseasonal anomalies" were formed by subtracting each winter's mean from the individual monthly anomalies.
Results
Monthly sea level pressure
The Like its Northern Hemisphere counterpart (Fig. 1. upper  left) , the leading EOF in the Southern Hemisphere exhibits 
